Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 200 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.030; wR factor = 0.080; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.3.
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Comment
In recent years, zinc acetylacetonate (ZAA) complexes have found significant applications in CVD technology (Itoh et al., 1989; Kaeriyama, 1974; Williams, 1989) , as Lewis acids in coordination chemistry (Brahma et al., 2008; Fronczek et al., 1990; Hamid et al., 2005) and are used for the formation of inorganic polymers (Qian et al., 2006) . In many cases, the ZAA species are paired with N-donor ligands to modify and tune their physical and spectroscopic properties. We recently disclosed the syntheses and structural characterization of a number of Zn coordination compounds containing monodentate 2-oxazoline ligands (Barclay et al., 2003; Decken et al., 2006; Gossage & Jenkins, 2008; Gossage et al., 2009) . These materials represent a number of structural motifs around the Zn the N-atom. Th Zn-N bond length is similar to that of the distorted tetrahedral (at Zn) complexes (Barclay et al., 2003) [ZnX 2 (Phox-κ 1 N) 2 ] (Zn-N = 2.026 (2) and 2.050 (2) Å for X = Cl; Zn-N = 2.025 (3) and 2.053 (3) Å for X = Br; Phox = 2-phenyl-2-oxazoline) and the related (Decken et al., 2006) 
(Zn-N = 2.082 (4) Å). The Zn-O bond lengths of the formally anionic acac ligands of the title material are all inequivalent but fall within a narrow range (2.01-2.04 Å).
The Zn-phox complex reported by Decken et al. (2006) possesses a coordination motif around Zn that is best described (Addison et al., 1984) as highly distorted trigonal bipyramidal (τ = 0.65) whereas the title complex is strongly disposed towards a structure of idealized square pyramidal (τ = 0.04). The τ parameter is a numerical descriptor defined as unity for pure trigonal bipyramidal structures and zero for true square pyramidal ones (Addison et al., 1984) .
This coordination geometry places the N-bound oxazoline in the formal apical position of such a square pyramid. ZAA complexes containing N-donor lignads are often found to be octahedral in nature with an "O 4 N 2 " donor atom set (Brahma et al., 2008; Fronczek et al., 1990; Hamid et al., 2005; Qian et al., 2006) . The title material therefore represents the more rare "O 4 N"-type compound.
Our structural studies have so far observed both four-and five-coordinate ZnX 2 (X = halide, S 2 CNRR', acac) oxazoline systems (Barclay et al., 2003; Decken et al., 2006; Gossage & Jenkins, 2008; Gossage et al., 2009 
Refinement
All the hydrogen atom positions were calculated and refined riding on their parent atoms with C-H = 0.96 Å (methyl), 0.97 Å (methylene) or 0.93 Å (aromatic) with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (methyl) or U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (other). A racemic twin model has been used in the final refinement with twin ratio 0.65 (3):0.35. Figures   Fig. 1 . View of the title compound. Ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level.
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